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December

Where Does the Story

of Christmas Begin ?
By Albert Mohler

As the celebration of Christmas fast
approaches, our attention quickly goesi®e
familiar words of the infancy narratives found
in the Gospels of Matthew and Luk&his is a
healthy reflex.After all, the Gospel of Jesus
Christ rests upon the historicity of the events
that took place in Bethlehem as Christ was
born. Our understaling of the identity of
Jesus Christ is directly rooted in these
narratives and our confidence is in the fact tf
Matthew and Luke give us historically credib
and completely truthful accounts of the even
surrounding the birth of Christ.

A closerlook at the narratives in both
Matthew and Luke reveals a richness that
familiarity may hide from us. Matthew begins
with the genealogy of Christ, demonstrating
the sequence of generations as Israel
anticipated t hed tha r t
Messiah. Lukei nt endi ng t o 3
orderly accounto of
Jesus, begins with the anticipation of the birt
of John the Baptist and then moves to tell of
the virgin conception of Jesus.

A careful reading of Matthew and Luke
reveals both the egjance of detail and the
grand expanse of the
Matthew gives particular attention to the
fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy. The
virgin birth, the birth of Christ in Bethlehem @

Continued on Page 3|
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CLOSER Y O u

Look
At FBC Members

Let's begin with a question.

WHAT KIND OF A CHURCH WOULD OUR CHURCH
BE IF ALL OF ITS MEMBERS WERE JUST LIKE ME?

Please ponder that for a few minutes, and ask yourself
the following questions:

U  Would our commitment to Christ and this
church be stronger or weaker, if all our
members were just like you?

U Would there be more members involved in
humble service to others, or fewer?

U Would our giving increase, or decrease?

U Would our missionary outreach be greater, or
would it decline?

U Would attendance at Sunday morning worship,
Sunday school and Sunday and
Wednesday evening activities grow? Would
some of these services cease to exist?

U Would our love for other believers become
more evident, or less observable?

U Would prayer become a more vital part of the
life or our church, or would it become more
neglected?

U Would our membership become more diligent
in pursuing holiness, or would it become more
secular and worldly?

U Would God's work in this community be helped,
or hindered?

U Would our church's reputation in the community
be enhanced, or would it suffer?

Let's end with a question.

WHAT KIND OF A CHURCH WOULD THIS CHURCH
BE IF ALL OF ITS MEMBERS WERE JUST LIKE ME?
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Treasuring Godin our Traditions
By Noel Piper

I 2 eVI eW Traditions just seem to be a part of Christmas and each family has their

own. Have you thought much about your traditions? Why do you do them?
What is their significance? What are they teaching your children and those who

' joinyou? All of these are questions we should be asking and this book helps us
TREASURING think through the answers to those and to consider how we can add meaning and
SRR Christ into our traditions.

One Christmas tradition that the author discusses is that of Advent, which
we will celebrate in our church again
which has already happened, the birth of a Savior, and that which is yet to come,

~ the Second Coming of Christ. Mrs. Piper helps us see the symbolism in this

E NOELPIPER tradition while encouraging us how to teach them to our children, to pass on the

E o el tradition to the next generation. Having just finished a study on 1 Peter, | find it

P . exciting to see the author use this letter to help us see Advent. 1 Peter 1:10-12

By Noel Piper give us a backward glimpse as the prophets searched to understand the coming
of Christ but it was revealed to them that they were serving us. In 1 Peter 1:13-19 we get a glimpse
forward. We are living in the middle of these two glimpses and are called strive to be holy as He is holy
(vs. 15, 16). Have | set my hope fully on the grace that is ours in Christ Jesus, the hope of eternity with
Hi m? As Nozxzl states it, nAdmehandshesgives usssare guesions o r
based on the passage in an effort to contemplate our standing with God.

There are suggestions for other traditions and their meanings. The manger scene is a familiar
tradition. Consider making it one that is unbreakable so that children can interact with it as you talk about
the Christmas story. A fairly new tradition is that of a Jesus Tree decorated with ornaments that represent
Christ. How about a gift for Jesus, since it is His birthday!

This is only one chapter from the book specifically about Christmas. There are many other
traditions that we should consider and suggestions that she has for those as well. At the end of the book,

Continued Below

By MicheleKoerber

Book Review Continued from £

along with her husband John Piper, there is an

More BOOkS to Read appendix on Family Worship and the traditions that
. . we can establish toget hge
This Christmas ! of it this quote from the chapter on Christmas sums

up what | hope we will accomplish in all of our
traditions this year whether Christmas or otherwise:

How will our home look if our celebration is a
picture of anticipation
be completed, a picture of our joy in the salvation
he has begun for us? What visible things will fill
our house as we celebrate what God has done
through Jesus?(p. 80)

The Tale of What new traditions will you celebrate with
Three Trees this year? This book will help you bring new life to
Angela Elwell Hunt | old traditions as well as new ones for your family to
enjoy and prompt ot hers
Christmas Carols for a Kid's Heart hope that is in you (1 H

by Bobbie Wolgemuth, Joni Eareckson Tada
and Sergio Martinez

The Lightlings
by R. C. Sproul
and Justin Gerard
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http://www.amazon.com/R.-C.-Sproul/e/B000APQIVU/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1322511638&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Bobbie-Wolgemuth/e/B0028DPLTC/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1322512097&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Joni-Eareckson-Tada/e/B000AQ27RS/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1322512097&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/gp/reader/1581348339/ref=sib_dp_pt
http://www.amazon.com/Lightlings-R-C-Sproul/dp/1567690785/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1322511638&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Christmas-Carols-Kids-Heart-Hymns/dp/1581346263/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1322512097&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0745917437?tag=homesshare-20&camp=14573&creative=327641&linkCode=as1&creativeASIN=0745917437&adid=1ZFSPP98EQV2SGMEKWX8&&ref-refURL=http://www.homeschoolshare.com/tale_of_the_three_trees.php

Where Does the Story of Christmas Begin? Continued from Page 1

Judea, the Herodian massacre of the innocer
the flight to Egypt, and the role of John the
Baptist as forerunner are all presented as theg
fulfillment of specific OldTestament
prophecies.

Every word of the Old Testament point
to Christ. He is not only the fulfillment of all
the Old Testament prophecies concerning hir
he is the perfect fulfillment of the law and the
prophetsd the entirety of the Old Testament
Scriptures. The Christmas story does not bed
in Bethlehem, for Isrddnad been promised the
Messiah. As Luke reveals, Simeon beheld th¢
baby Jesus in the temple and understood thig
i nfant to be & théRavidico
Messiah. Simeon understood this cleady the
Christmas story did not begin in Bethlehem, ¢
even in Jerusalem.

So, wheredoesthe Christmas story
begin? I n the Gospel
beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. He was in
the beginning with God. All things were made
through him, and withoutiin was not anything
made t hat [Johmlst3lmade. O

Continued on Page 7

Happy Birthday!

Decembe
Isaac Kiger 1
Jim Adams 4
Caleb Greene, Jr. 4
Tony Kiger 5
Niall Lynch 7
Jim Smith 8
Diana Mobley 15
Tara Kiger 19
David Snider 31

Carol McCaffery is now
stateside since retiring
from her missions work
in Italy. She says she
cannot praise the Lord
enough for how He has
proven Himself strong on
her behalf, provided for every need, shown
patience, mercy, grace and love in preparing
her and helping her transition from Italy to
Levittown, Pennsylvania.

She spent Thanksgiving with her brother
Harry and his family in New Jersey. Please
pray with her for the salvation of her two
brothers, Harry and Bill. She will be here at
FBC in the near future for a ministry report.
Her new address is:  Carol McCaffery
34 Hybrid Road
Levittown, PA 19056

Jeff and Deb Minniear
continue to serve in their
church planting ministry
in Schenectady, New York. The parsonage
project is going well. The footers are poured,
the foundation walls are poured and the
plumbing that goes under the floor of the
house should be finished by the time of the
reading of this article. Two Missionary Builder
families will be moving in to help with the
construction. Please pray for the bank to grant
their mortgage quickly since the construction to
date has used up the building fund money.

Ongoing ministries continue to flourish.
The men's discipleship group meets on
Monday nights. Graduate school students
continue to lead a Bible study for the college
and career group. Their single ladies meet
weekly to study and encourage one another.
The teens are active and studying and a
recent "Youth Sunday" was a wonderful
success.

Please pray for their membership to
increase and the parsonage project to be
completed.
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Homes for Christ

Age 0 Adults

Teacher o Pastor Jim Koerber

Curriculum & The Book of Titus
The Gym Class

Age 0 Adults

Teacher 0 Rod Lane

Curriculum o The Book of Matthew
Phil athea Class

Age 0 Adult Ladies

Teacher 0 Treva Vazquez

Curriculum o Crisis and Crowns Israel:

United Kingdom.
FBC Youth

Age d 7th -12th

Teacher 0 Phil Trivett

Curriculum 6 Your Word Is Truth
Juniors

Age d 4th ¢ 6 Grade

Teacher o Jennifer Putman

Curriculum 0 How Majestic Is Your Name
Primaries

Age 0 1st ¢ 3d Grade

Teacher 0 Luke and Lee Ann Day

Curriculum 0 Faithful to all His Promises
Pre -Primaries

Age 0 Pre K 0 Kindergarten

Teacher 0 Cassie Greene

Curriculum 06 Old Testament
Toddlers

Age 0 2-3 year olds

Teacher needed

Curriculum & A Sure Foundation: His

Praiseworthy Deeds
Nursery

Age d Newborn 9 2 years old

Staffed by qualified members of FBC

Curriculum & A Sure Foundation: His

Praiseworthy Deeds
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M ORNING WORSHIP

Book of Romans

December 4 Isaiah 8:122

The Darkness and Gloom of Sin
Memory Vers$dsaiah 8:22

December 14 Isaiah 9:¥

Jesus: The Light of the World Prog
Memory Ver$dsaiah 9:2

December 18John 118

Jesus: The Light of the World Red
Memory Ver$elohn 15

December 28John 12:236

Jesus: Believe in the Light of the )
Memory Ver$elohn 12:36

—abe] k"
Age: 47 year oloisPrK ¢, T grade
Teachétembers of FBC

Curriculygrdesus

LocatioBasement

If you are interested in serving in this
ministry, please see Lori Lynch.

Sunday Evenings
6:30 p.m. 1 8:00 p.m.
Sparks: K1 2" Grade
T&T: 377 6" Grade
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